
Inspection of Emneth Nursery School 
& Children's Centre
Hollycroft Road, Emneth, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE14 8AY

Inspection date: 17 July 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children become engaged in their learning as soon as they arrive. They are 
curious, enthralled and excited about discovering new things. Staff have formed 
strong bonds with the children and greet them with a warm and friendly welcome. 
Children become absorbed in discovery learning. For example, babies immerse 
their whole body in sensory play, exploring paints and different textures. Older 
children search for creatures in the garden. Children shriek with delight when they 
find a snail. Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour, which is 
exemplary throughout the nursery. Staff are excellent role models and skilfully 
teach children how to be kind. Older children frequently help younger children. For 
example, when using their fingers to count, they help younger children to hold 
down two fingers, to represent the number three.   

Leaders and staff work harmoniously as a team to ensure that children get the best 
start in their early education. They have designed the curriculum exceptionally well 
to meet children's differing needs. All children flourish, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff recognise that some children need a 
little extra support. They praise children for their achievements and superbly 
support them through their range of emotions. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff securely understand the curriculum they provide for children. 
Staff recognise the individual needs of every child. They sequence children's 
learning throughout the nursery. The curriculum is expertly designed to 
continuously build on what children already know and can do. Staff plan for the 
skills and knowledge they want the children to have before they move on to 
their next stage of learning.

n Staff are truly knowledgeable about their key children and confidently talk about 
the progress made from their starting points and what they are going to learn 
next. They use their in-depth knowledge of the children to closely monitor any 
gaps in their development and set individual targets to help close them. 

n Children are advantageous and move, stretch and explore in safety, both indoors 
and outdoors. Children practise their physical skills. For example, babies practise 
pulling themselves up to standing. Babies and older children play together, 
working out how to balance the see-saw. Older children use tools and 
magnifying glasses to closely examine natural resources. Staff ask them 
thought-provoking questions to develop their thinking skills. As a result, children 
are inquisitive learners who have high levels of focus and concentration during 
activities.

n Leaders use funding efficiently, focusing on what will have the most beneficial 
impact on children's development. For example, staff attend training on child-
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centered play and therapy skills. This has helped children's emotional well-being 
and positive attitude to learning. Children thoroughly enjoy their one-to-one time 
with their key person. They initiate their own play and staff nurture the 
character of each child.

n There is a strong emphasis on supporting children's communication and 
language. Children are eager to share their ideas. Staff show an interest in what 
children have to say and give them ample time to respond to questions. They 
introduce new words and talk about previous experiences. For instance, during a 
conversation about making a strawberry cake or pancake, staff use words such 
as 'delicious', 'succulent', 'luxury' and 'flavoursome'. Very young children and 
older children share stories together. Babies giggle and confidently join in with 
actions to familiar songs. 

n Children display high levels of independence. Even from a young age, they try to 
put on their coats and help put away the toys. Children show determination to 
do things for themselves. They learn about a healthy lifestyle and staff 
encourage them to make their own choices. When they have finished their 
snack, they sort their rubbish into recycling and waste.

n Parents speak highly of the staff and the care they provide. They are extremely 
happy with the progress their children are making and say communication with 
staff is excellent. Leaders listen to parents' feedback and regularly review the 
learning environment to make positive changes. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have an excellent understanding of their responsibilities, 
including wider aspects of keeping children safe and whistle-blowing. Staff know 
what to do should there be allegations or complaints made about staff or the 
leaders, including when to notify external agencies. New staff receive an extremely 
thorough induction. Staff carry out daily stringent risk assessments, including for 
children with individual needs. Any accidents are extensively investigated, and 
immediate action taken to minimise further risk. Staff use knowledge from training 
to further enhance their excellent practice and vigilant approach, for example 
following training on safe sleeping.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY276003

Local authority Norfolk 

Inspection number 10300491

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 3

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person
Emneth Nursery School & Children's Centre 
Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522068

Telephone number 01945 582401

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Emneth Nursery School & Children's Centre registered in 2004. The nursery 
employs 10 members of staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate qualifications at 
level 3 and two hold a qualification at level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 5pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Topham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.  

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.  

n A joint observation of practice was carried out by the leader and the inspector.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.  
n The leaders showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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